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tion that the total amount providedonthe
Loan Estimates and the Revenue Esti-
mates will be expended. If the vote is
not expended, a reduction will take
place. It is a matter which will be
adjusted at the end of the year on the
basis of the proportion which will be
expended from either Loan or Revenue
Fund.

Vote put and passed.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)
Progress roported.

House adjourned at 12-9 a.m. (Fiiduy)
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair al
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

SITTING HOTUR, EXTENSION.
The COLONTAL SECRETARY (Ifon,
J. M. Drew—Central): T move—

That for the remainder of the session
the Council do meet for the despaich
of Lusiness at theee pom. on all silting
days.

It is probable that the session \ull he
brought to a close this week, and as is
usunl when ihe session is nearing the end,
I am asking hon. members to meet at the

[COUNCIL.]

hour of 3 instead of at 1.30. It may not
he necessary to call the House togelher
at thal hour, but il is as well to be pre-
pared in the event of the necessity
arising,

Question passed,

BTANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Iwew—Central): T move—

That for the remainder of the session
so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is wnecessary to enable
Bills to be taken through «ll stages at
ane sitting and Messages to be taken
inlo comsideration forthwith.

The Standing Orders in another place
have been suspended and it is the eus-
tomary procedure to follow when the
session is about to draw to a close. The
suspension of the Standing Orders
facilitates the transaction of the business
beiween the two Chambers.
Question passed.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVE
(No. 2).

. Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [4.35] in moving
the second reading said: This is a short
nieasure introduced for the purpose of
excizing from the class A reserve at
Slirling Bsiate in the Capel distriet, that
portion of the reserve contained in Lot
GO of the subdivision, eontaining 50 acres.
For the information of members I may
say that it has heen diseovered there is
on this land a depo<it of lime suitable
for use in the manufacture of cement. A
zenlleman from South Australia inter-
ested in the manufacture of cement is at
present in this State, and an application
has been lodged for a speeial lease of this
portion of the reserve, but while it is
included in the class A reserve, that
applieation cannot, of eourse, be con-
sidered. Tt is credibly stated that eapital
to the amount of £80,000 is available for
the prosecution of the industry to be
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established if the special lease applied
for can be secured. No concession is
agked for beyond the granting of the
special lease, and seeing that the estab-
lishment of the proposed industry would
be of considerable advantage to the
State, and that the excision of the por-
tion of the reserve mentioned in the Bill
would not seriously reduce the area of
the reserve, the Government have decided
to submit ibe matter for the decision of
Parliament. T think no further explana-
tion is necessary in respect of this purely
formal Bill. I have been informed by
the Minmsier that if there are olher
-applications for this pariicnlar reserve
ihey will be duly considered.

Hon, W. Kingsmill: Who is the Alin-
ister?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Angwin, but Mr. Johnzon, the Minister
for Lands, who is at present out of ihe
State, has the matter in band. T do not
propose to take the Committee stage to-
day, because members have nof had an
opportunity of seeing a map of the re-
sarve and the pertion that it is proposed
to lease. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon, E. M, CLARKE ({South-West)
[4.38): Thizs Bill comes upon us rather
suddenly. I know something about this
part of the State and what the settlers
think of it. It is a serions matter to give
away a valuable asset, such as it is pro-
posed to do here, and I think the matter
requires serious consideration. I hope
the Minister will delay the passing of the
Bill vntil we have heen given more in-
formation. I know the country well and
I would think twice before agreeing to
grant a conecession, such as is proposed.
to any person,

Hon, W. RINGSMILL (Metropolitan)
[440]: Tn the case of giving away, as
this means, a portion of any reserve, we
must act with the greatest possible can-
tion, and when if comes to giving away
a portion of a reserve which has on it a
valuable deposit, T think that the action
of the Government is generons to the
verge of foolishness. 1 should, at all

2151
events, like to know a great deal
more about the bona fides of the

company the Colonial Secretary has re-
ferred to. 1 want to know something
about the personality of the people who
have approached the Government and
any information there might be to give.
i would have heen betler if the Minister
had laid the plans on the "Table of the
House, and, indeed, any files which he
may have dealing with the proposal. It
would be far beiler o treat fairly and
equitakly (hose persons who first ap-
proached the Government, but, on the
otber hand, I do not think the Govern-
ment should give away what might be a
valuable asset to the first man who holds
out his hand and asks for it. I do not
oppose the second reading of the Bill,
but T am in accord with the leader of
the Touze that the Commitiee stage
should not be laken to-day. We should
have lhe opportunity of familiarising
ourselves with the plans and also any
rapers which may he dealing with the
question. If the DMinister values the
opinion of Parliament he should place
before members the file of papers deal-
ing with the application in order thal
members may have an opportunity of
Judging for themselves before they com-
mit an act, whieh, after all, is an act of
Parliament and not an aet of Govern-
ment.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East}
[4421: T would like to know, if this Bill
is passed, whether the Government con-
template submitiing a subsequent Bill to
authorise the lease to lhe proposed manu-
faclurer of cement. Is that the intention
of the Government, or is it intended that
this simple Bill providing for the taking
of & piece of land out of a class A re-
serve, will be regarded by the Govern-
ment as sufficient authority for the giv-
ing of the lease?

The Colonial Seeretary:
under the Land Aect.

Hon. J. F. CCLLEN: Why are the
Government departing from the wuswal
practice in regard to leases? This House
during the past two sessions has heen
asked to authorise two or three special
leases. That is the proper course of pro-

1 think so,
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cedure. T do not think under eover of
a litile Bill of one clause which provides
for the taking of a pieee of land out of
a class A reserve, that the Government
should econsider that it is authorised to
treat with some private persen for any
lease it likes. Would it not be better even
now to emhody in this Bill avthority for
the proposal? T would object to the tak-
mg of a piece of land out of class A
reserve and leaving it to the Minister or
the department lo do the rest, That
would be utterly wrong, and sceing that
the Government have taken a different
course in regard to other leases, it would
he.well for the Minister now to have this
debate adjourned and get the proposed
lease submifted as an additional clause
and to let the House deal with the com-
plete proposal in cne Bill.

On motion by Hon. E. McLarty de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—MINES REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Assembly’s Message.

Message received from the Assembly
stating that it agreed to the alternative
amendment made by the Couneil to
amendment No, 1, that it did not
insist on ifs farther amendment to
the Council’s amendment No. 4 and that
it no longer disagreed with amendment
No. 6.

BILL — INDUSTRIES ASSISTAWCE
ACT AMENDMENT.
Assembly’s Message.
Message received from the Assembly
stating that the amendments requested by
the Couneil had been made.

In Committce.

Resumed from the 20th October; Hon.
W. Kingsmill in the Chair, the Coluninl
Secretary in charge of the Dill.

Title:

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: T
move an amendment—

That at the end of the Tille the words

“and the Land Act, 1898, be added.

[COUNCIL.]

This is in consequence of the inelusion of
a clouse which the chairman considered
to be an amendment of the Land Act.

Amendment passed, the Title as
amended agreed to.

Bill reporied with an amendment 1o
the Tille, and a Message accordingly for-
warided to the Assembly requesting them
to make the amendment, leave heing
given lo sit again on receipt of a Message
from the Assembly.

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [4.48] in moving
the second reading said: 1 intend to lay
on the Table the papers containing the
notes and the plan relating to this Bill
The notes are as follow:—1, Closure of
right-of-way in the subdivision of part
of Swan Location 537. The owner of the
subdivision shown on tracing No. 1 de-
sires to reeast the subdivision, but hefore
he enn do so it will be necessary to close
the right-of-way shown in blue, As, how-
ever, the plan was lodged prior to the
passing of the Transfer of Land Act
Amendment Ael, 1902, it is considered
necessary fo close this right-of-way
by Act of Parfiament. 2, Clesnre of
part of Amos-street, Midland Janction.
An arrangement has heen made hetween
the Bidland Junction muniepality and
Messrs, Keely Bros., the holders of the
fand bordered green on tracing No. 2 at-
tached, whereby the eouncil propose to
elose that portion of Amos-street and
iransfer the land to Messrs. I{eely Bros.
in consideration of the surrender by
those gentlemen of the land coloured
brown on said tracing as an extension of
TRlobert-street. This extension has been
surveved and proclaimed a street, and
to cownplete the transaection it wonld be
necessary to close that portion of Amos-
street coloured blue. 3, Re proposed
closure of road at Northam. When ef-
feeting improvements at the east end of
the Northam station yard, the Rail-
way Deparfment found it necessary to
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close that poriion of Morrell-street shown
in red on the attached litho. (No. 3},

in consequence of whieh that depart-

ment were obliged to provide access from
Morrell-street to the  Charles-street
erossing. The road in green was, there-
fore, resumed by the Public Works De-
partwent and  vested in the Northam
council.  Ihe Railway Department now
find it necessary to deviate this roand lo
the position shown in blue. The de-
partment agreed to maintain this road
provided they could place gates at “*A"’
and ““B"' so that they could close them
after business houwrs. The Northam
eonneil have agreed. It is therefore pro-
posed to close the whole of the present
road in green and resume its ¢ontinua-
tion coloured hlue as a railway road so
that the Railway Departinenl ¢an eon-
trol it. 4, Closure of portion of Belle-
vie-terrace in the City of Perth. The
King’s Park board has approached the
city council reqnesling the closure of Lhat
portion of Bellevue-ferrace coloured blue,
on Litho. No. 4 atiached. in order that it
may be added to the Park reserve. The
city council have agreed and the neces-
sary survey has been affected. On com-
pletion of the closure, it is proposed to
immediately proceed with the removal
and re-ercction of the fencing on the
new houndary. The King’s Park beard
states, “The land referred to would be
a valnable addition to the park as this
particular section of the reserve is very
narrow between the main drive and the
boundary fence, whilst on the other
hand Bellevue-terrace is a  eul-de-sae,
and the reduced width. one chain, should
he ample for all purposes of the resi-
dents who have the advantage of the
Park frontage which will be further im-
proved and beautified al this point when
the inclusion of the extra ground is ar-
ranged.”” Bellevue-terrace will then be
one chain wide. 5, Closure of Hillside-
street, Mt. Lawlev. On the recenl visit
of the town planning expert from Eneg-
land, he supgested, when at Mt Lawlev.
the extension of Regent-street, as shown
in red .on Tracing Ne. 5. and the elosure
of Hillside-street as shown in blue. As
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this is a private subdivision, the altera-
tion 15 being proceeded with, Ii will be
necessary, however, te close Hillside-
street by Act of Parliament, as the only
other way would be to obtain ihe con-
sent of the whole of the owners of land
in the Mt. Lawley estate. The Perth
road board has agreed to the alteration.
When the Bill is in Committee I pro-
pose to move amendments wnder the
beadings ““In the city of Perth’’ and
“'in the municipality of Fremantle.”’
The first relates lo & way over a plece
of church land, on whieh, I understand,
a manse is to be erected. The church
owns the land on both sides of the way
and the consent of the city counecil is
annexed to the file herewith. The ofher
is to correct a misprint in the figures in
the schedule to the Aet of last session.
The intention was to close portion of
the foot of High-street, Fremantle,
leaving a way, but the figures, as mis-
printed, made an irregular alignment. I
do not propose to take the Bill through
Committee to-day, as I recognise that
members require a little time to study
ineasures of this character. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
fime.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading—Amendment siz
months.,

Debate resumed from the 28ih October
on the motion for the second reading and
on amendment by Hon. J. Cornell, “That
the Bill be read this day six months.”

Hon. W. PATRTCK (Central) [ 4.53]:
I intend to oppose the amendment, he-
cause T favour the second reading. With-
out doubt a measure of ihis kind is neces-
sary, but it is a pity that it is of such a
meagre nature, After four years of in-
cubation, the Government might have
hrought down zomething bigger and more
definite. something we could have under-
stood. However, it will be quite possible
to make a satisfactory measure of it by
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a few amendments which need not neces-
sarily inierfere wilh the prineciple of the
3ill. In another place the Minister stated
that this was a re-prieing Bill, and that
he could not aceept any amendments to
the Land Aet, 1898. So far as 1 can see,
there is very little ahout re-pricing and
certainly nothing definite, but there is a
consitlerable amendmeni of the Land Aet
involved in this Bill. C(lause 2 enables
the Governor, in his discretion, to reduce
the price of land Lo a minimum of 3s. 9d.
per acre in respect of conditional pur-
chaze land taken up in 1910 and since.
That is exaetly the power the Minister
has at the present {ime. Ie has full
power to sell any land down to 3s. 0d.
per aere. 1t is true that in (he Act there
is a provision (hat first-class land shall
not be scld at less than 10s., but there is
no definition of what conslitutes first-
class Jand. First-class land to-day is
fotally different from Hfrsi-class land of
ten years ago when the pick of the eoun-
try was being taken up, so that the Bill
gives the same power to the Minister, and
neither more nor [ess. Tt leaves the
matter of the price to his discretion;
only he is limited lo o minimum of 3s. 0d.
per aere. Jf the clanse is passed, the
vear 1007 should be inserted in lieu of
1910,  There is an amendment on the
Notice Paper to this effect, and I intend
to support it. Paragraph (b) provides
a winimum price of 23, Gd. per acre for
peison and. TPersonally T would not give
anything for poison land, Tf such land
were offered on Ihe eondition that the
rreople laking it up cleared it tharoughly
of the poison and earried out the ordinary
conditions of the lease, the State would
gain by giving the land away. However, it
is neressary to fix some price, and 1s. per
acre would be quite sufficient for poison
land. T mean real poison land, and not
a paddock with merely an acre or two of
jpoison in the corner, such as we find in
some parts of my own distriet. For-
tunately, there is not a great area of
poison there. but I have in mind fhe
poison land in the Williams district,
where there is thouvsands of nacres of
land infested with poison and quite

(COUNCIL.)

worthless until it is cleared of the poisen,
Aszwuing that land is reclassified and
reduced in price, the elause says that on
such reduction being made the lessee
shall not receive a refund bul ibe excess
shall be placed to his credit to be allowed
at the end of the term. 1 understand
that means that the lessee shall he
crediled at the end of the lerm. But a
mensure intended to give assistance to
people who are in diffienllies is surely of
very little use if the relief is to be given
fen or filteen yecars hence. 1f by ihat
time the lessee is not ahsolutely inde-
pendent of sueh a small sum as here in-
volved, it will be a sorry thing for West-
ern Australia, I am optimistic enough
to think that long before that iime the |
average farmer of Western Australia
will not need to trouble Limself about a
maftler of £50 or £60. The scttlers need
assistance now, not 10 or 15 years hence,
I intend to support the amendment in
this eonnection. Clause 3 is very compli-
cated, but from repeated readings of it
I galher it practically means that anyone
who has a lease of land priced at 13s. or
less per acre is to pay 6d. per acre per
annum, but that if the price is more than
15s. per acre the rate of G6d. per aere per
annum will not apply beeause that would
not pay the amount in 30 years, and
therefore a higher rate than 6d. per acre
per annum will have to be paid. At the
first glanee that seems fair enmough, hut,
when the matter is analysed, it is plainly
unfair that a person buying land at 10s.
per acre pc.r annum is to pay his pur-
chase money in 20 years, while the man
buying land at -30s. per acre is to be
allowed 30 years. Tt means that the man
obtaining the best land gets also the best
terms. T contend there should be no
difference at all. The assumplion, based
on the skill of onr surveyors, i1s that
where a man takes up land at £1 ner
acre and another takes up land at 10s,
the land at £1 is worth twice as much as
the other land. Assume that a man takes
up 1,000 acres at £1 per acre, or a total
valne of £1,000, and another man takes
np 2,000 acres at 10s. per acre, also re-
presenting £1,000; then the man who
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lakes Lhe poorer land, costing more
money to fenee and double (he noney to
clear, and also being more expensive in
regard to waler supply, has to pay his
purchase price at the rate of 6d. per
acre on 2,01) acres, while the man with
the superior land has enly to pay Gd. per
acre on 1,000 acres. Such a position I
consider utlerly unfair, and in Committee
I inlend to move that that unfairness be
remedied by providing that all lessees
shkall have their payments distributed
over 30 years. There is another point T
wish to bring forward. but on which T
wish to ask the Colonial Secretary a
queslion before I disenss it. [ am under
the impressivn Lhat the Bill as it stands
is not applicable to leases, under the
Agricultural Landz Purchase Act.

The ('olonial Secrelary: That is right.

Hon. W, PATRICK: 1f there is one
porlion of the farming community that
deserves consideration more than another,
it is the seltlers on some of the repur-
chased estates. TIn every case they have
pzid much higher prices for similar
quality than purchasers of Crown land,
and as they pay 5 per eent. interest and
an addilional charge for sinking fund
‘they are overburdened from the start, 1f
a man takes up Crown land at a certain
rrice, he pays under the present law at
ihe rate of £5 per £100, but in the case
of 7repurchased lands—and of course
thiz s absolutelv mnecessarv. becanse
the Government’s money has heen paid
for the estates, and interest and sinking
fund have te be provided—instead of
paving £5 per £100 over a period of 20
vears, he has to pay £7 123, 10d. per £199
for 20 years, T propose to move the addi-
lion of a further clause providing that
Ihis Bill shall also apply to lands under
the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act. In
this eonnection T intend to read a letter
which T reeeived this morping from a
Mr. Dillon, written on behalf of a number
of setllers at Bowes, I may meniion that
Mr, Dillon lagt Christmas sent me a very
ably written document relating to those
zettlers, showing what money had heen
spent and in what improvemenls it had
been spent, and asking, not for any re-
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duction in price, but for extension of
time for javment. Tie settiers on thal
estate are a splendid elass of men, and a
credit to Wesiern Austraiin, The Slale
would not saffer to the extent of three-
pence by agreeing to their requesl. The
lelter 1 bave received from Mr. Dillon to-
day is dated Naraling, the 26th Oclober,
and reads as follows:—

At a meeting of this branch of the
Farmers® and Seltlers’ Association of
Western Australia held on the 24th
October, the following resolution was
unaninlously passed: “That this meet-
ing views with grave concern and in-
tense isappointment the fact that lands
held under the Agricultural Lands Pur.
chinse Aet aze nol ncludeld in the pro-
visions of the Amending Land Bill now
Lefore (he House; claiming in ¢ommon
fairness that such lands should benefit
in the proposed exlension of lease from
20 to 30 vears.” 'The meeting further

, deplores the fact that the definite
promize that excess payments of rent
should be eredited fo next ensuing
payments is not being kept, and urge
that vou use vour best endeavours to
remedy these pregnant defevts when
the Bill reaches the Upper House.

1 may say that a copy of 1he same resolun-
tion has been sent to My, Carson and also
to Mr. Baxter. I antieipale that the Gov-
ernment's repdly fo this request will he
that it is not possible {o include an
amendment of this deseription in the
present Bill. The first Agrieultural
Lands Puorchase Aet was passed in
1896, and in 1909 Parhament passed
a consolidating measure whieh re-
pealed all previous enactments on this
suhjeet, The Consolidation Aet of 1904
states thal it shall be known as the Agri-
cultural Lands Purchase Act of 190%.
and shall be read as one with the Land
Aet of 1898. That is to say, to all in-
tents and purposes the Agricultural
Lands Purchase Aet of 1909 is simply a
portion of the Land Act of 1898, and,
as a matter of fact, the Governroent
Printer, ] believe, binds the iwo mea-
sures up together,  The diffieulty
which T anticinated, and which caused
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me te put a question te the if he were immortal, and provided that
leader of the House, should (here- he Government stand; but we must as-
fore be no diffienlty at all. I am Sume that even so strong a Government

sure the Colenial Secretary and also the
Minister in charge of this measure in
another place will agree that if one por-
tion of our settlers who are in difficul-
ties should be assisted, this addition
should be made. 1 have no doubt my
amendment will be aceepted by the Gov-
ernment, The only difficulty of the Gov-
ernmment, 1 believe, was that they were
afraid they eould not introduce such an
amendment into this Bill. If the amend-
ments which T have foreshadowed are not
ineladed in the Bill, then any reduction
in renial would be of very little immediaic
assistance, and cerfainly this measure,
instead of representing assistanee, will
be of no assistance whatever lo lessces
who are already on the land, and will he
rather a drawback than ap advantage to
future settlers. Because under the Bill
the whole of the rent is to be demanded
skraight away, whereas under the present
Act not more than Gd. per aere per an-
num is asked for the first three vears.
T mention that hecause, notwithstanding

that it was ealled a repricing Bill
by hon. members in another place,
there is no mention of repricing,
nothing definite about reduction, al-

though it is mentioned incidentally, and
we have on the wall an elaborate plan
and sehedule of prices which are not re-
ferred to in the Bili. While there might
be great difficulty in pulling a plan in
the Bill—to have satisfactorily dealt with
the enormous area of country consid-
ered in the plan, the plan should have
taken a much longer time to preparc
than it did—especially a plan that must
he altered and amended from time lo
time, there is no earthly reason why the
sehedule of prices shonld net be put in
the Bill. In faef, if it is wot put in the
Bill we have no guarantee that any re-
duction oF prices will be made. The Gov-
ernor-in-Couneil may reduce the price if
he considers it exeessive, but unless the
prices are pubt in the Bill there is no
guarantee that they will be reduced. Of
course we could depend on the Minister

ag the present one may fall, in which case
we bave no guarantee that a future Min-
ister will have at the hack of his head
all the ideas embodied in ihe schedule
and the plan.  Therefore, exeept the
sehetlule is put in the Bill, the measure
will be of but little real effect, After all,
the administration of the Bill will be ihe
lest as to whether there is to be any re-
duction of prices at all. Mr. Mitchell,
the ex-Minister for Lands, stated in an-
other place that the average price of Jand
selected from the 1st July, 1909, to the
30th June, 1911, was 13s. 2d. per acre.
The greater part of that schedule on the
wali shows higher prices -than 13s. 2d.,
so clearly the question of relief will de-
1-end on the adminisiration of the Bill
One serions complaint the farmers have
to make against the present Government:
Mr. Bath, when Minister for Lands, ap-
pointed eommissioners fo reporit on the
reclassification of lands. They reported
as follows—

1With the exeeption of a few sub-
divisions, 20s. per acre has .been the
maximum priee ylaced on land in the
wheat helt within five miles of a rail-
way,
1 have earvefully read the speeches made
en the second reading in ancther place,
and the whole of the debate in Commit-
{ee. [t appears that after Mr, Bath had
received this report he advised Cabinet
that 13s. per acre should be the maximum
price of land in the wheat belt. It ap-
pears also (hat Mr. Seaddan, during his
electioneering campaign, announced as
part of the poliev of the Government that
15s. an aere would be the maximum price.
A slrong supporier of the Government
in  another place, the member for
Williams-Narrogin (Mr, 1. B, Johnston)
asked why the Government had repudi-
ated that policy; and the reply was, “Be-
enuse Lhe electors {urned il down.” That
was a most extraordinary statement to
make. Here is the undonbted fact, that
ite Government had announced a poliey
—I do not sav with the objeet of catch-
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ing vales; it eertainly did nol catel
many
The PRESIDENT : I must ask the

hon. member not to allude to any debate
of the current session in the Assembly.

Hon. W. PATRICK: L was referring
to something that oceurred some years
ago.  The announcement was inade by
the DPremier al, I helieve, Boulder,
prior {o the elections, that the GCov-
ernment intended lo sell land at a
maximum price of 13s. per acre. Al
I ean sav is there has heen no =alisfae-
lory explanation as to why the Govern-
ment have deparled froin thal yoliey.
There is a very great differcnce between
155, an acre and 23s, an acre, as con-
templated in the schedule. When I think
of thie enunciated |olicy and iis re-
pudiation I am reminded of one of the
savings of Maclhiavelli: “A promise is a
necessity of the past; a broken promise
is a necessity of {he present.”” Mr. Corne!l
said he was opposed to the measure root
and branch. He declared ihat it aims
at the birthright of gencrations unborn.
That is o very comprehensive sentence
hecause, of course, generations unborn
streleh away into the distant fulure. 1
ean understand Mr. Correll’'s poinl of
view. He said ihai as populalion grows
land inercascs in value, and he referred
to the oft-quoted ipsiance of a hottle of
rum purchasing in Sydney, 100 vears
ago, a block of land. Of eourse one can
nnderstand that 100 vears aro a botlle
of rum was more valuable than a hlock of
land in Sydney, was worth at least £1.
If that round had heen invested 100
vears ago and, like Rip Van Winkle, the
awner bad gone {o sleep to awaken to-
day, T can quite believe he would find
the compound interest on the peound
snffieient to buv him a block of land
in Sydney, even at ifs present price.
It is all bearing an the old subject of
nnearned inerement. Thirty or 40 vears
ago, when T had lers sen<e than T have
to-day, T used to read hooks like Laonking
Barkward and Progress and Poverty,
and a great many other Utopian works,
and T thoueht then that T could reform
the world if it were given me to carry
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out the ideas contained in those books.
However, it did not take long to lind out
that I was very foolish, and many years
ago I saw ihrough this fallacy of popu-
lalion inereasing land valuoes, If we
could put a wall around a country, and
if that eountry had no business wilh any
part of ihe ouiside world, but produced
everdihing that il required, no doubt the
owners of land in fhat area would lhe-
come the masters. In the sense in which
Mr. Carnell was speaking, if a country
could be surrounded by a high wall, and
provided there was no such thing as
human nature, if all the men and women
m  that country were angels, {realing
evervone fairly, there would be no neces-
sily for owning land at all.  Anyone
knows this. What gives value to our
farming lands in Australia to-day? 1t
is not the population in our cities or towns
in Australia. Nothing of the kind. The
value is given lo our land by the popula-
tions of the old countiry and of Furope.
Our farming lands and our sheep farmers
would be worth nothing at all hut for
lhese populations. Even this vear our
ropulation of 300,000 people will pro-
duce, if our expectations of the harvest
are realised, ten {imes as much grain as
Western Australia could require in the
eourse of 12 months. What, there-
fore. would be the use of nine-
tenths of Lhis production if it was not
for the markets conlained in the out-
side world? The same thinr applies to
wool. We in Australia do not use one
per cent. of the wool that we produce.
After providing all the wool neeessary
for the elothing required in Australia we
would not, I {hink, use as much as two
hales to every hundred hales of wool we
export to overseas markels. Conse-
auently, unless there was the population
in other paris of the world to draw upon,
it would be practieally useless our grow-
ing the sheep or shearinz themn. These
opinions as {o unearned increments
are perfeetly well understood by the
averaze man of eommon sense but
thev are confinually repeated. Theyv are
part of ihe fad of ilic non-alienalion of
Crown lands which is found in the plat-
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form of ihe Lahour party to-day, But
J-deing from the speeches which have
been delivered hy presumably supporiers
of the CGfovernmeni. T helieve that fully
Pour-fifihs of those who at present occupy
workers’ liomes prefer freehkold to lease-
kold. and pay a higher rate of interest
to enjoy  the privilege of freehold.
Mr. Cornell made a statement that
this Bill would mean a loss of £30,000 a
vear. I would point out however, that
we have no statement from the Colonial
Seerctary as to there being any such
loss, or any definite grounds whatever
for it. 1f there had been information in
the office of the Lands Department to
prove that under this plau the Govern-
ment would sustain a loss of £30.000 a
year, surely those partienlars wouild have
been placed before this Chamber, IF it
is in existence, membhers should have it.
T do not believe, however, that the Cov-
ernment will lose anything under the
classification laid down in that schedule.
There may be vrents in arrears, but
the Government have taken good eare to
colleet the money which is in arvear by
transfers from loan fund. The censoli-
dated revenue fund does not suffer to the
extent of a half penny by the money
which is in arrears; in faet, it will gain
under the svstem. For the first time in
the history of the State the Government
are getting money out of loan funds te
clear ¢ff arrears, whereas in the past
there was always somewhere be-
tween £60,060 and £80,000 due to
the CGovernment by way of arrears
of rent. T was astonished at Mr,
Cornell speaking in  the manner 1in
which he did. T thoucht his sympathies
would ron in a different divectinn, after
reading the speech he made at the pienic
at Yandanooka. Speaking on that oc-
casion he said that he emphatically eom-
bated the oft-repeated allegation that
the goldfields were hostile to the greatest
possihle evrouragement heing given to

agricullural  development.  Only the
olher day, however, speaking in the

Chamber he said. in a pettish way, and
mrking the statement as strong as pos-
sible ¢ Let us give them the lot.’’ As a
matter of fact, the Government propose
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to give nothing at all, We know that at
the beginning of this year railway
freights were all roised. This inerease
falls heaviest upon the farmer because
he lives furthest away from the centres
of population. The inereased freighis are
designed to prevent the railways [rom
making a bivger less than they would
otherwice do. The freights on arlificial
manures, superphosphates, lave been
raised to the extent of £30,000 a vear.
That is to say, from this last-mentioned
item alone sufficient money will bhe
raised from the farmers in this the worst
venr thiey have ever expevienced to equal
the amount which it 15 said the Gov-
crnment mav lose by the passage of this
Rill, but which T maintain they will not
lose, HHow differently did the Govern-
ment deal with the people interested in
Collie coal, when the Commissioner of
Railways pointed out that the car-
ringe of Collie coal did not pay and
it was proposed to rnise the freight
wpon that preduet! There was al once
a howl from Collie. We all know that
nmost of the people whoe are working in
the Cellie ecal trade are supporters of
the Government. T do not of course sny
that this would weigh with the Govern-
ment, The fact remains that there was
some hidden sympathy, because we had
the proof in that the Government did not
raise the freights on Collie coal. It is
repentedly stated that the farmers are
paying nothing.  That is a monstrous
statement to male, beeause it is incor-
rect. As a matter of fact, the farmers
wheo are not paving very muneh are thuse
who Lave heen assisted by the Goveru-
ment, The great majority of the far-
mers are however, pa¥ing every expense
they are under to the Government and
as the money [alls due. The proof of
that was shown in the faet that up to
the 30th June, 1914, the land revenue
was greater than it was for the previous
vear, when there had heen no assistanee
whatever ziven hy the Induastries As-
sistance Board for the pavment of rent.
When bad times fell upon the
State the Government did eome forward
with some assistanee. No Government
would have dared to have refused to
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help the farmers during these times, but
the present Government have taken good
care—and T do not htame them for it—
that the State shail lose nothing by this
assistance to the farmer, by the securi-
ties they have taken and the rate of in-
terest they have charged. If this Bill is
to be of any use the relief that is given
must be given immediately and not de-
ferred for 10 or 15 years. 1 am sure
that after that farmers' experience of
siiech a bad season as thev recently had,
no one can doubt the need that exists for
lLielping them. The farmers do not come
to the Government as beggars; they are
simply asking for assistance and it is
surely only just that they should get it.
A remark was made by Mr. Colebatch
with which T entirely agree, namely that
the present favourable and bright pros-
pects of getting out of our fimancial
mess Lo some extent are dependent en-
tirely on the land settlement in this
State, which was chiefly the result of the
work of the Minister for Lands of the
previous Administration. The hon. Mr.
Mitchell may have made mistakes. No
one can do big things without some mis-
takes, and possibly some big mistakes.
But no one eould deny that, but for the
syvstem of land setflement, which was
inavrurated and  earvied out with  so
m:ch gnergy by the previous Govern-
ment Western Australia would have been
in a dreadful position at the present
time. Things are bad enough now, but
the country would bhave been in o lope-
lecs position but for this seheme of land
seltlement, and there would have been no
opening throngh which we rould have
seen any davlight in rezard to hrighter
progpects.  The prospects arve certainly
brighter n view of the probability of
a gowl harvest during the current sea-
son. Thisis due Lo the fact that farmers
Lave trapsformed our land inie smiling
farms, orchards and vinevards. Surely
those whe have been so unfortunate as
to take up land just at the beginning of
a series of had seasoms are eniitled to
the greatest possible consideration. 1
was very mueh struek with portion of an
article which appeared in this morning’s
West Australion, dealing with ihe frip
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made by ihe Premier and
some of the farming districts.
an extract from that article—
He (the Premier) was taken into the
howe of one, a2 home made of inter-
laced brushwood lined with hessign and
covered with iron. 1t was serupulously
clean, and evidences of 7vefinement
were spread about. The story told by
that humble dwelling was a siory re-
reated often thai aflernocon throngh
ihe area. The folk had saerificed a
life hitherto led amid the ecomforis of
civilisation in a big Knghsh city, had
brought a fair capital (o (his State,
and selecled land through which the
pian showed the course of a railway,
They had built a temporary home, and
left their finery and more valuable
goods packed in ¢he eases in whieh
they had been brought from overseas,
but lhose cases are still nnpacked, and
the hmmnble home remains the only
home, and the railway is stil only on
the map. 1In a quiet chal the Premier
had with them, he told them that the
war alone had prevented his comple.
tion of the line, and impressed upon
them ihat it was not on him the blame
for their plight rested. As he had told
others, he had had to take up with the
fruits of office a host of obligalions.

party to
Flere 15

1f the Government, insiead of going in
for so many experimenial schemes such
as Slate steamers, brickvards, implement
works, timber mills, butehers’ shops, fish-
shops and the like, had left them alone,
and had spent the hundreds and thou-

sands of pounds whieh fhey disbursed on

these on the construetion of such rail-
wavs as are referred to in this article as
not having been brilt, there wonld have
been no necessity for the reporter of ihe
et fusiralian to have =21 what he did.

Hon, E. AL CLARKYE {Sputh-West)
[5451: Tt is not my intention to delav
the House for lemg, bub certairly a Bill
of thiz character merils due considern-
tion. T mayv say at once [ weleome any
gmall measure of relief to the farmers.
1 most eonfess T do not know how in the
name of ecommon sense the Government
are going o adminisier a Bill like this
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which is really built on imaginary lines.
How they are going to adjust it; and
having adjusted it Lo their liking, what
benefit will the settlers get? The condi-
lions to my mind are so absolutely unfair
in their incidence that I am inelined to
think the settlers will say, thank the Gov-
ernment for nothing. I can only repeat
what has been said by other members,
that what the man on the land wants is
immediale relief, something tangible, not
something which may come in tweniy
years’ time. They want some considern-
fion to help them over the diffieulties
which {hey are encountering. The priee
at which the land has been sold has been
far too high, in my opinion. The amount
the Government reeeive for the land,
spread over such a long time is practi-
cally of no benefit to lhe State. TWhat
the State requires is that all our waste
lands—our good lands—should be worked
and producing wheat and other things.
Those are the things which will make the
counlry go ahead; but to talk abont the
revenue from land rents before every-
thing, makes me sick of it. All the land
that has been sold has been far too dear,
and the only way to simplify things is to
make an all-round reduction of the value
of the land that bas been sold in this
State. I wish to deal with one or two
matters which Mr. Patrick has veferred
to. Take for instance the whole of the
repurchased estates. T may say that T
have taken a hig interest in this malfer
for many years. Under the first Agvienl-
fural Lands Purchase Act, after paving
the cost of the survey and the inspections,
by the spirit of the Aect it was intended
that the Government should sell at an
advanee of about ten per cent. on the
cost price. Every block that T have
known anything about has heen sold at

far above what fthe land was really
" worth, and far above what the Tand

Purchase Board considered a fair thing.
T admit that the heard had nothing to
sav in that matter. The price was nut
on the first blocks and it was snch ihat
it deterred to a great extent the Tand
Purchase Board recommending the pur-
chase of a namber of other eslates, Take
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ihe first estate’ purchased near Toodyay.
There was a cousiderahle area of poison
land uwpon that estate.  An offer was
made for the poison Jand and the board
recommended that ihe offer, being a rea-
sonable one, should be accepled. But
no, the Government piled up the price on
it, the result being that they had to re-
duce ihe amount eventually. The same
thing occurred in rtegard to the Grass
Valley cstate. The Government had an
ofter for the inferior land on thal esiate
but did not take it and I do nol think
Lhey ever reccived an offer again. T come
now ta two of the erowning evenls whieh
prevented the purchase of estates in the
South-Wesl. The first estate purchased
lhere the Government paid 12s, 6d. an
acre for. The estate was surveyed; it
was a very easy bloek to deal with from
a surveyor’s siandpoint, and the Govern-
ment put the price up to over £2 per
nere for a considerable portion of it and
they faifed (o get applicants for the land.
I'hat wae the Cliflon area. 1 now come
to the Stirling eslate.  That was pur-
chased for a fraction over £1 per acre.
There were 9,900 acres in the estate and
the hoard advised the purchase of it for
£10,000, a fraction over £1 per acre.
\What happened? A lot of that land was
eut up with 40 miles of roads and a con-
siderable portion was sold at £14 per
nere. It 15 not moeh if you say it
guniekly. 'That land was put up fo that
price and T know of my own kneowledge
that rome of the poorest land was charged
as mteh as £4 an acre for, the resalt
being that the purchasers could not pay
the amount and so ihere had to be an
adjusiment. The people who purchased
this land believed that it was to he
drained and it has not hecn effectually
drained te {his dav. The Government
have s-ent something like £7,000 in
draining the land bul it has not heen
drained properly. If these repurchased
estates are not to he concidered Crown
lands and dealt with uvnder the Bill. I
want to know whyv. T sav emphatieally,
and T know what T am talking about,
that T think the Government have ex-
ceeded their powers under the Agri-
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cultural Tands Purchase Aect. The
position at the present time is simply
this.  We are importing a tremendous
quantily of stuff that we should bhe

growing. i refer to bacon, buiter
and those kind of things. What
are the Government doing on that

Jand? They are going to slart a butter
factory, 1 believe at Denmark, and my
opinion is that the fewer things of that
character the Govermment take in hand
ihe better for the counlry. In that, T am
only going by the lesson which has been
{anght us by every one of the works lhe
Government have undertaken, It might
be said fo be a bit parechial, but the Gov-
ernment have pointed out all the butler
factories that have failed, but the Mlin-
ister in spealking on this Bill in another
place did not refer to the butter factory
at Bunbury. Still there is a faclory
there, and what has happened?- We used
to get a little cream, bnt during the last
few months we have got none. The Gov-
ernment have eighty head of caltle and
1 suppose the eream goes up to anocther
big herd somewhere else. What is wanted
in this place is not this tiddely-winking
but something by which the ordinary
settler will know what he is going to get,
some immediale benefit however small.
How is the Bill going to affect the
sebtler? I am going to vole for the
measure and against the amendments be-
cause I helieve in assisting the settlers.
Let the Government vevalue the whole
of the land of the State, or take another
propesition, make an all-ronnd reduction
of a certain percentage of the value

of the land. That would meet the
case with ihe least trouble and if the
(Government are not getting any

direct benefit it would mean a great en-
couragement lo the settlers to go on. T
wish to emphasise the matter of the re-
purchased estates, that the purchasers
should get some consideration. They
have paid big prices for all the land and
I say it again advizedly, setilement of the
repurchased estates has been retarded
to a great extent owing to the price which
the Government have charged for the
iand, I shall vote for the second reading.
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Hon, W, KENGSMILL (Metropolilan)
[5.527: 1 fiud myself unable to support
the amendent moved by the hon. Mr.

Cornell, and I do se with regret for
personal reasons; but 1 want to en-
courage the Government to neglect

a2 far as possible that fighting platform
that the hon. member refers to and on
accoutit of the mnegleei of which be
moved the awendwent, I intend to
support the second reading, not that
1 am very enfhusiastic about the con-
tents of the Bill but becanse 1
mdersiand fron members whe may he
taken as experts there is a lack of de-

finition about the Bill which is ex-
tremely aunoying. One point raised
in the amendment foreshadowed is
the treatment of repurchased estates

as outside the provinee of the Land Act
of 1898. 1 do not see how that can be
done, nor do T consider that the amend-
ments foreshadowed by Mr. Baxter and
Mr. Patrick can he required in the Bill.
1f members turn to the Agrieulturnl
Lands Purchase Act they will find, See-
tion 1 is as follows:—

This Aet may be cited as Llhe Agri-
cultural Laads Purehaze Act, 1909, and
shall he read as one with the Land
Act, 1898, .

If members will turn again to Section 9
of the same Aet, they will find that—

All land surrendered to His Majesty
under the provisions of this Aet shall
be deemed to be Crown lands, and alter
being surveyved into  geclions, and, if
necessary, classified, shall be disposed
of in acevrdance with fthe provisions of
the Land Aet, 1895, as modified by this
Act.

If the Lands Department are not treat-
ing the holders of land in repurchesed
cslates as holders uader the Land Aet
and are net giving them the advantazes
which are conferred on them by the MAet
of 1898, may I saggest that to the ordi-
nary lay mind, the Government appear io
Ie arting conirary fo the legislation on the
Statute-book. As T say, this is an aspeet
that ayrpears to the lay mind, it may be
I i wrong, ulihouzh the seetions appear
te he definite that the Agrirnltural Lands
Pureihase Act shonld De read as one with
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the Lands Act of 1898 and lands held
under the Agricultural Lands Purchase
Act should be deemed to be Crown land
and dealt with in aceordance with the pro-
visions of the Land Aet, 1898. That should
obviate the necessity of any smendment
such as has been foreshadowed, but I
have no doubt the leader of ihe House
will make certain {his is the case hefore
he opposes fthe amendment on this
ground. I certainly do think that the
schedule which adorns our walls should
find a place in the Bill and jt wounld be
quite a relief to another place when we
send back a prosaic measure like this to
reccive it from the Legislative Couneil
adorned with iilustrations. I support the
second reading,

Hon. G. M. SEWELL (South-East)
1557]: I would like to say a few words
on ihis Bill. 1t is not altogether what
we expected to see or what we would Tike;
at the same fime it will be a step in the
right divection. The amendment which
I see on (he Notice Paper is an attempt
to reduce the price of land and that is
what ‘we want. Cheaper land is the best.in-
ducement we can give to settlement. When
the Land Company owned the Great
Southern Railway with the land along-
side they charged from 20s. up Lo 30s, an
acre for the land on twenly years' terms.
The result was that very little land was
sold. After the Government took the land
over the price was reduced to 10s. an
aerc and the land was then rushed. IPeo-
ple came from all directions and fook up
land all along the line, good and bad.
The people are still on it and doing very
weil and paying their way, If we ean
sell our land cheaply, that is the best in-
ducement to setilement. The Governmeni
should do all they possibly can {o induce
people 1o setile on the land. 1t is better
to let the land go cheaply than to permit
it 1o remain idle. When the land is im-
proved the country derives some heneft.
T intend to support the second reading.

Hon. E. MeLLARTY (South-West)
[6.3]: T do not inlend (o support the
amendment moved by Mr, Cornell, and |
am not in aceord with the reasons wlich
he has given to ithe Flouse in support of
his action. I propose to vote for the
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second reading of the Bill, because I con-
sider it is a measure which will afford
some relief to selllers, especinlly those
who have taken up land and have had to
pay in many instances a high price for
it. But as has been pointed out by ofher
hon. wembers, the Bill is an indefinite
one. I should like to have seen the usual
schedule attached to it. As a land holder
I do not think that good land should be
given away. Where first eclass land
exists, I consider it s worth a reasonable
price, and the man who cannot afford to
pay 6d. per acre to obtain the freehold
of a first class property, is belier off the
tand allogether, I do not think that the
price of land atfects the settlers very
much, because of the long terms he is
given under which he can pay. The ove
thing that the settler in this State does
require is facilities to enable him to get
hig prodoce away after it has been
grown, Il is ntterly impossible for those
who bave taken up land in the back
country, and who are living miles from a
railway, to ever hope to make wheat-
growing pay. I know what it is to cart
over heavy roads, and I am satis-
fied that if a settler is not within
reasonable distance of a rajlway, a
distance which will permit of lim
leaving his farm in the morning
and returning to it in the evening, he
had better leave farming alone. If a
man has the facilities which are essential
to farming, the maiter of a few shillings
an aerc will not affeet him very much.
Land s the greatest asset we have, and
if we give it away we will feel Lthe pinch
later on. At the same tune inferior
land ean hardly be of the value
which  has been  placed  upun it
With reference to the poison country,
it is difficult to fix a hard and fast rate,
kecanse the conditions vary so much, A
man may take up a.thousand acres of
land with poison on a very small corner
of it. If that land is good we cannot put
a low price on it, and say that it should
he disposed of because of the small quan-
tity of poison on it. If, however, the
poison is thick and is costly to get rid
of, I agree that it is in the interesis of
the State Lo encourage people to fake it
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off and that these people should he al-
lowed to go on that Iand free of any
charge. I have not had any experience
of poison country because I have always
refused fo touch it. I think it is belter
left alone, but the man who has the en-
ergy and pluck to clear it deserves all
ibe encourngement he can get at the
hands of the Staie. A good deal of erili-
cism has been levelled at the methods
adopted hyv the previous Government,
and particularly the former Minister for
Lands, Mr, Mitehell, in settling people
on the land, T think a great deal of eredit
is due to that gentleman for the enthusi-
asm he showed in the matler of settling
reople on the land. Before the dry sea-
son set in, the country bore a very dif-
ferent aspeet, I have been told by men
of considerable experience, men like Mr.
Tom Wilding, that they have seen coun-
try carrying iwo-ton erops, and that the
people were highly satisfied with their
investinents. Yet a season or two after-
wards, when the rain fo some extent,
failed, these same people were throwing
the blame on to the Minisier for Lands,
for having induced them to take up those
areas. I take a broader view of the posi-
tion, and the conclusion I have arrived at
1s that the country owes a great deal to
the Liberal Government for what it did
in connection with land settlement. The
people T represent do not complain about
the price of the land; what they want is
beiter facilities. No man who starts on
the land ean afford to spend his energy
and time in dragging his produce miles
to the railway. This measure affects the
people generally. There is an impression
in some guarters that only the Country
party are interested in the question of
land, and that if is that party only which
represents thase who are settled on the
land. I protest against that belief. T
have had the honour of occupying a seat
in this ouse for over 20 years, and I
konw that the interests of the setllers
have never been neglected by a single
member in this Chamber. Hon. members
who have sat with sweh men as the late
Mr. C. A. Piesse will agree with me that
no one fought harder batiles for the
people on the land than did that late
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member. He was never tired of advocat-
ing the claims of seitlers, and we know
how he carried a number of them on his
back to the extent of enormous sums of
money. Those people prospered and they
never forgot what he did for them.

Hon. J, Corpeli: And above all he was
n fair-minded man.

Hon. E. McLARTY: Then there was
Mr, Wilding who ocecupied a seat in this
Chamber for a considerable time. In
menlioning these names, I am not dis-
vesheetful to the present Conntry party.
All T want te point out is that the in-
teresls of the settlers were well and care-
fully attended to long before the Coun-
iry party were ever thought of. But what
kind of gratitude was ever shown to-
wards those who worked so hard for the
farmers in the past? The late Mr. Piesse,
Mr, Wilding, Mr. Marwick, and others,
had the interests of the seitlers as much
at heart as the members of the present
Country party. For my own part, I am
the unfortunate owner of a good bit of
land, for which I pay dearly now. Hav-
ing bought and paid for all my land, I
find now that it will he pretty heavily
morigaged for a considerable time to
eome, Taxes and nothing but taxes, and
the State is deriving the greater henefit.
Where does the argument of the Lahour
jrarty come in, that the land should be
leased and not sold? Even when it is sold
and paid for the man in possession has
to begin contributing by way of heavy
taxation. The interests of the country
neonle have never been neglected in this
ouse; they have always heen watched
by members who have never had anything
to do with a Country party. I have the
areatest sympathy with those who are
on the land, becanse I know of their diffi-
culties. I myself followed the plough
when I was ten years of age, and I ear-
ried the seed hox on my shoulders over
hundreds of acres, and T know what it is
when the erons fail, Only a little time
back, T put before my constituents the
case of & number of setilers who found
themselves in difficulties. 1 asked my
consiitnents to go to their reseue, and T
started a subsecription lisié. There was a
splendid response, even from the poorest
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people who eould not afford to give more
than a few shillings. A large sum of
money was raised, and I requested that it
should be expended in the direction of
providing flour for the needy ones, and
48 or a0 settlers were given a quarter of
a lon cach.

Sitting suspended [from 6.15 lo V.30 p.m.

Hon., E. McLARTY : Before tea T ex-
pressed the opinion that the setllers had
not heen neglected before ihe Counlry
party eame into existence. If it is a faet
that the revenue will snffer to the extent
of £30,000 a year if this measure is
passed, there are other ways in which
the Government might easily recoup fhem-
sglves. The whole of the land guestion
should be dealt with in a more compre-
ltensive manner than is represented by
this Bill. A suggestion has been made
to the Minister for Lands hy the Pas-
toralists’ Association that he should in-
trodace a Bill providing for an extension
of pastoral leases throughount the State
with, of course, increased rentals. If
that were done, I am sure the Govern-
ment would more than recoup themselves
for any loss under this measure. The
pastoral leases will (erminate in 1928,
Members might think this a long time
ahead but, on eloser consideration, they
will realise that people are not inclined
to take np large pastoral rns unless
they have some securily of tenure and
a further extension of their leases is
assured them. A man who takes up
a large area in the north would have
to spend a eonsiderable sum of maney on
fencing. water conservation, and other im-
proverments and he could not reconp him-
self for ihe ontlay within the eurrency
of the present leases. Tf the Govern-
ment extended the leases for 30 vears
from the present time at increased ren-
talz. and made it optional lo present
lessees whether ihevy surrendered their
leases and naid the inereasell rates and
tnok out fresh leases. all the lareer pas-
toralists wonld readilv avail themselves
of this provision. and it would have the
effect of stimnlating them to effeet greater
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improvemenls than they are likely to do
under existing condilions. e are eon-
stantly hearing snggestions for cheapen-
ing the price of meat. T think that by
encouraging the people to take up new
country improve it and sloek it, we would
he adopting the best means to make the
supply equal to the demand, and {le
Government would reap a very handsome
reward. At the present time, when the
finances are in such a hopeless condition,
this wounld assist them very muoeh. The
pastoralists are not so unreasonable as
lo expect a renewal of leases for a
lengthened term without paying an ade-
quate rent for it. Tt has been sngezested
that the rents should he arranged nccord-
ing to the facilities of railway communi-
cation or proximity to a shipping port.
I should have heen more pleased to see
a comprehiensive measure dealing with
the whole of the land question. T am
satisfied that this wonld have given great
satisfaction to the settlers now in oeeu-
Iation of exlensive holdings, and that
an enormous area of country now lying
idle would be {aken up, and it would
aleo have heen the means of the Gov-
ernment obtaining a very much larger
revenne than they ean expeet during the
tenure of the present Jeases. T support
tlre =zeeond reading of the Bill.

The PRESIDENT: The amendment is
hefore the Honse.

Hon. T. MeLARTY: T am opposed to
the amendment. T look upon the Rill
as intending fo give some assistance to
the agricullural communily. and any-
thing which will do that in a reasonable
manner will receive my support. T assure
my Triends of the Country party that
any amendments which will econduce lo
this end will receive my hearty support.

Hon. TL, MILLINGTOY [737]: I re-
ward {his measure as an altempt to eom-
ply with a promise made hy the Gov-
ernment to reetify nn injustice of the
previous Government, When I refer to
it ag an injustice, T do not insinuate that
it was neressarily intentionally so, but
the fact remains that to a larpe extent
the aerievdtural areas were over-priced.
Tn reference to the theoretical position
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whieh has been referred fo by Mr. Cor-
nell, I am to a certain extent in accord
with his views; yet I find it impossible
Lo support the amendment for the simple
reason that he offered no alternative. Tf
we carry ihe amendment we shall revert
to the old order of things. IHis amend-
ment does not mean that a new system
of land tenure would he introduced. 1t
will mean merely leaving things as they
are. As I consider the present position
is not equitable from the farmers’ point
of view, ] offer no apology for not sup-
poriing the amendment, although 1 agree
to a certain exient with what Mr. Cornell
said in reference to our present system
of land tenure. There appears to be an
impression hroad that there is no argu-
. ment in favour of a system of leasehold
as opposed to the present system of free-
hald. Mr. Cornell is in partienlarly gond
company when he advocates the views he
cxpressed. Tt is not a question of refer-
ring to such works as that of Edward
Beliamy. If we want supporters of the
prineiple of leasehold we have, as I inti-
mated by interjection, such men as Her-
bert Spencer who was considered one
of the greatest economisis who has ever
written on the subjeet. In his early days,
he wrole a hock on Social Staties which
plainly sef ont 1he case for the leasehold
svstem or the idea that the State should
retain the ownership of all land. 1In
after years he recanted, and it took Her-
bert Spencer to refute his former argn-
ments. Tn my opinion he did not sueceed,
but he tried. The faet remains that
we still have his authority when
he was untrammelled and wrote what
he actually conceived to be sound eco-
nomies, that he favoured the non-aliena-
tion of Crown land, so there is no need
to anologise for the views put forward
hv Mr. Cornell. Even to-day, T suppose,
ihis is one of the most debatable economie
questions. and T am not satisfied that the
present svstem of land tenure is all that
can be desired. There are many evils
springing from the alienation of lani
from the Crown and there would he many
henefits if the ownership of the land had
been retained by the Crown, Fven in
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Western Australia, not only the farming
areas but the whole of the lands of ihe
Stale, including the townsites, would have
represenied a splendid asset to the State
and a sure source of revenue had the
land not been alicnated. However, this
measure is not one that can he ap-
proached from this point of view. We
are not here to decide whether the sysiem
of land tenure in this State shall be al-
tered from freehold to leasehold. We are
discussing an amendment to the prescut
Act. In connection with the proposal to
re-price the lands of this State, the
former Llinister for Lands, Mr. Mitehell,
has been given credit for having done
a great deal to settle the farming areas of
this State. Presumably it is necessary
in a new country to do a certain amount
of booming and as far as Mr. Mitehell
was concerned, he cannot be accused of
having been lax in this direction. Af the
same time any question that is over-stated
zenerally brings evil mn iis train. 1 re-
inember Mr. Mifchell, when advocating
land settlement in this State, zave it ont
plainly—he was then in a responsible
position and people were justified in aec-
cepting what he stated as being trne—
that is was not necessary for anyone going
on to the farming areas to have capiial;
the State would see that they were sup-
idied and there would be an almost im-
mediate return, Undoubtedly this was
misleading, and it had the effect of in-
ducing many people to go on the land
under the impression that ihey did not
require capital to start with. There are
different ways of guiding mer when thev
nronose to undertake any venture bui,
if T were asking advice when entering
on a long drv stage, T would prefer to
be told plainly what T was to expect,
s0 that T could prepare for that dry stage,
rather than be told in an airy fashion
that it was quite safe and there would
be no danger to myself. Had the position
heen slated plainly and had the settlers
zone on the land with their eves open,
they would have had only themselves (o
hlame: but the faet remains thevy were
placed on the land by a certain amount
of misrepresentation which has caused no
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end of trouble since. In regard to the
over-pricing of land I could not help
being struck by a remark of Mr. AMeLarty
that the question of the price a man
paid for land had perhaps not mueh to
do with his suceess or otherwise, I be-
lieve this o he so in many instances, and
what is required, needless to say, when a
man goes on the land is that he should
have suitable land and the facililies
needed to make a commercial proposition
of farming, I am hopeful that to a cer-
tain extent this Bill will relieve the pres-
ent position. At any rale, considering
that a good many of the areas taken up
llave heen over-charged, the Bill repre-
cents at least & measure of justice with a
view to remedying thal position. As this
Bill has that ohjeet in view, I necessarily
must support it. Mr. Colebatch, I notice,
admits that we have passed through four
of the worst seasons on record. When
that admission is made, it is generally
admitted also that the people directly
coneerned have suffered and that the peo-
ple who have dealt with them, the trades-
people, have suffered. But what we are
always finding it difficult to get an admis-
sion of 13 that the Government, represent-
ing the people, have also suffered; and
ihat this is to a great extent responsible
for the present financial position of the
State. Had we had normal seasons, pro-
bably there would not be the same ur-
gency for a measure of this deseription;
but, taking everything into consideration,
the people on the land, those trading with
them, and also the Government, have suf-
fered because of the bad seasons. We now
And ourszlves in the position of requir-
ing to do everything we possibly can to
assist those who are on the land. An-
other matter to which I wish to refer in
connection with re-pricing is that many
areas, although ihey may eventually be
found smitable for farming and may be-
come payable propositions, were certainly
not so under the conditions obtaining at
the time they were first selected. The
trouble is thal men went on the land not
realising the position. At that time,
moreover, there was no waler sapply in
many of the drier areas, and fransport
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service was certainly not good, and in
some cases not assured. YWe have in-
stances even to-day, where the promise of
ratlway communication has not been ful-
filled. Independenily of that, T main-
tain that many of the areas settled in
this "State should not have been settled
as they were, There has been untold
trouble by reason of people rushing on to
areas which, under the conditions then
prevailing, were unsuitable. Settlers them-
selves have suffered, and the State has
had fo baek them up in various directions
in order fo keep them on the land. 1
helieve that eventually the areas referred
to as dry will be successful farming areas.
When sufficient acreages are cleared and
water supply is assured and mixed farm-
ing can be earried on, it will be altogether
a different proposition from what it was
when settlers first went on the land. In
those days, instead of farming, they were
cngaged for the greater portion of their
time in eclearing land and in ecarting
water. In future the men who had to
strugele will probably be in a better
position, because instead of so much of
their time lbeing occupied with the matters
I have mentioned they will be able to de-
vote the whole of their energies to their
holdings and to making those holdings
commercial propositions, The previous
Government, as I stated, though perhaps
with no desire to mislead the settlers,
certainly were responsible for puiting
them on areas which at that time and
under those conditions were unsuitable.
We now find ourselves in the position of
having to meet the promissory notes or
promises of the previous Government. 1
just wish to refer to one matter mentionel
hy Mr. Colebateh. The hon. member said
that if certain amendments were made in
this Bill and the measure was eventually
thrown out, the members of the oppos-
ing party would stomp the country with
their nsval lying and slanderous state-
ments in regard to this Chamber. I do
not know why the hon. member should
have developed sueh heat over a question
of this sort. In the present instance
the Crovernmeni are endeavouring to give
the farmers a fair deal. I thought that
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would be recognised eyen by those who
oppose the Government. As regards ly-
ing and slanderous statements—a remark
which you, Sir, allowed—my experience
is that those who are anti-Labour are
just as good as that kind of thing

Hon, H. P. Colebatch (in explanation) :
The remarks [ made in the conneclion
referred to by Mr. Millinglon had notbing
whatever to do with the Labour party.
T specifically stated that I referred merely
io a small section of the Farmers’ and
Setllers Association. What [ said did
not in any way refer to the Labour party.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: I am very
pleased to hear Mr. Colebatch make that
statement. I certainly derived the im-
pression that he referred to those who
were in opposition to him politically.
However, on that subject I merely wish
to say that so far as slanderous state-
ments are concerned, I do not think we
have been guilty of going further than
the members of either of the other par-
ties. Some hon. memhers have notified
their intention of moving certain amend-
ments when this Bill is in Committee.
As a supporter of the measure, and
recognising that the session is nearing
its close, I think it inadvisable that
amendmenis shonld he moved unless they
are regarded as absolutely vital, This
Eill has already been discussed at length
by the representatives of three parties in
another place, and the measure as we
find it evidently meels with the approval
of the majority of another Chamber.
Now that we have something which to a
certain extent meets the position, thongh
it is not all that is required, we should
remember that the moving of amend:
ments means thal the Bill will he de-
laved; and though T am not in a position
to stale what the desire of the Govern-
ment is on this question 1 eertainly think
it inadvisable to attempt amendments at
this stage unless, as I say, hon, members
consider their amendments ahsolutely
necessary. T have had experience of
varions measures in which I was par-
{iculerly interested, and those measures
did mnot by anv stretch of imagination
meet with my entire approval, or go
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nearly as far as I desired. Tbhe experi-
ence I have had in connection with in-
dustrial legislation may be remembered
by those who are specially interested in
the agricultural induestry. In every in-
stance we have to lake as'a compromise
something far below what we desire.
Members representing other indusiries
will have to realise that they must be
prepared to acecept a fair compromise
when oceasion calls for it.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: We have nothing
here.

Hon. H. MILLINGTOX : The hon.
member says, “We have nothing here.”
The greater part of the legislation which
has been passed since I have been a mem-
ber of this House has ‘been for the
benefit of the agriecultural industry. Un-
doubtedly the greater proportion of that
legislation has heen in the interests of
lhe farming eclass. Incidentally T may
mention that my trouble is that those
whom I diresily represent eomplain that
the party to which I belong have done
very little indeed either in the way of
amending existing legislation or intro-
ducing new legislation in the interests
of our supporters. T do not think either
the Country party or the Liberal party
have anylhing to complain of as regards
the attention which the farming induslry
has received. Jusl one word on the
trealment meted out to the agrieuliural
industry and {o leaseheolders in this
State.  Mr. Baxter made a statement
which would lead us to believe that betfer
terms are given in the Eastern Staies
than in Western Australia. So far as
my experience goes, I am not aware that
there is any Staie in the Commonwealth
which, offers belter terms to the seftlers
either as regards leaseholds or as regards
the faecilities afforded. T know that many
years ago those who were reared on
farms in the Eastern States and who
were well able to take on farming found
themselves driven out of the other States
and coming to Western Australia, for the
simple reason that they could obtain here
terms not ohtainable elsewhere in Aus-
tralia. T believe that this has been the
case for a numher of years, The system
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which has devcloped here is certainly in
the inferest of the settlers, and if it has

not been so successful as it might have
been, that is due entirely to the excep-
tional run of bhad seasons we have ex-
perienced latlerly. When normal seasons
return, if farmers are not prosperous in
this Staie it will not be the fault of the
system under which they are working.
Personally I believe that the farmers
merit all the assistance which can pos-
sibly be given them. I know of no class
who have suffered the same hardships as
the farmers in some of our dvy areas,
and anylhing I can do to ameliorate these
bad conditions will certainly be done.
Anyone with esperience amongst new
setflers in this State, especially in the dry
areas, will always recognise that they are
eniitled to all the sympathy and support
that can possibly be given them. If it
were not for my experience amongst
those setflers, T would not be so heartily
in acecord with this measure; and it is on
this account I am prepared to advocale
that relief be given them so that they
may have a favourable opportunity of
making good. At the present fime,
alihough the oullook is certainly hrighter,
a good many of those farmers who have
been affected by the dry season still have
to make a recovery, and the faet that they
have good prospeets this yehr does not
mive any indication of their true financial
position. Many of them during the last
five years have bheen working at a loss
and have faken on liabilities which will
for long be a load upon them. Tn some
instances farmers, by no means in a big
way, have incurred liabilities up {o
£2,000. This means that for a number
of years the interest on their loans will
have to he met, and will constitule a very
heavy tax npon them. The farmers in
the dry areas have received such a set-
back that it will take them many years
to recover. In regard to the re-pricing,
I recognise that there musl be a certain
amount of inconsistency. Ii is most
difficult to devise an equitable system of
pricing land when the land is variable in
quality., Many of the holdings are com-
posed of two or more qualities of land;
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in fact, I believe, ¢t was surveyed in the
first instance wilk that object. It has
been suggested that the schedule should
be ineluded in the Bill, but I do not know
that it will be safe to adopt that course, if
only on aceount of the difficulty in arriv-
ing at the prices. A furiher inconsist-
ency will arise om account of varying
distances from railway stations, It will
be hard to explain to a man just inside
the 5-mile limit why he shounld pay more
than the man who is just outside. Even
tocday there is a considerable amount of
ingonsistency in regard to the price of
land. T will support the second reading,
and T hepe that those who intend to in-
troduce amendments will seriously com-
sider hefore pressing them to an extent
that will jeopardise the Bill.

Personal Explanation.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-Tast)
[8.3]: I desire to mnke a personal ex-
planation. During my absence from the
House, Mv. Colebateh atiributed to me
a very serious statement whieh I had no
thought of making. He said I had
charged the late Minister for Lands
{Hon. J. Mitchell) with inducing people
to take up unsuvitable land in dry areas,
throngh a wave of optimism. T pever
said or thought such a thing. I said
that through a wave of optimism which
had arisen as the result of judicious ad-
vertising and the offering of good terms
to settlers, there had been a rush of new
settlers, and that on the strength of it
the Minister had wnduly raised the price
of land. That is all T said. That, of
course. can be amply verified. T cannot
quote Ffansard, but hon. members can
refer to it themselves, T had no
thought of eharging the ex-Minister with
indueing  settlement in  unsuitable
areas.

Debate resumed.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East) {85]:
Speaking te the amendment, I desire to
gay I cannot support it. I recognise
that My, Cornell holds views strongly
in favour of the leasehold system. I
firmly believe that if the leasehold sys-
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tem had been adopted in the very early
days of the history of Western Austra-
lia we would not have been here at the
present time, that the country would
have belonged to some other nation. Tt
is recognised, I think, that the system we
have grown up under through thousands
of years, after repeated trials of various
other schemes, has heen definitely
adopted, and it is hopeless for us to
attempt to turn back the page of his-
tory and set ont to introduce another
system of land tenure. I agree with
those who say we would have to alter
human nature. It is inferesting fo hear
references made to those writers who
have tried to revolutionise the system,
but so long as the values of our land de-
pend on the values placed on money, so
long as our land values aller from time
io time as the price of money rises or
falls, so long will we have to accept as
the value of our land the value Lhe rest
of the world likes to place upon money.
T would refer Mr, Millington to Pro-
fessor Huxley, whose writings on the
land. T would refer Mr. Millington to
Professor Huxley, whose writings on the
subject might serve to alter the hon.
member’s views. 1 wish to pay a tri-
bute to the early seitlers, who came to
this State under very great difficulties. If
they had thought for a moment that they
would have nothing better than the lease-
hold system they would not have ven-
tured upon the land. I do not agree
with Mr. Mitlington that a wrong was
done when Mr. Mitchell declared that
men conld go on the land without eapital.
Mr. Millington holds that no man should
have gone on the land without capital;
yet he belongs to a party claiming that
all men are equal. I cannot reconcile
the views of that party when they con-
tend that the settlement of the country
can only he accomplished by men with
capital. The aititude adopted by that
party from time to fime serves to scare
capital away, which in turn serves to de-
preciate the values placed on our lands.
[ am confideat that when the wave of
optimism referred to by Mr, Cullen tock
place it was not altogether at the whim
or on the advice of Mr, Mitchell. The
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people were imbued with the idea ihat
the land of Western Ausiralia was the
cheapest proposition to be obtained in
the Commonweaith. The high values
were placed on the land, not only by Mr.
Mitcliell, but also by (he Midland Rail-
way Company, who were in fact obtain-
ing even hefter prices than were the Gov-
ernment in  exactly shmilar positions.
Many of the lands being acquired from
(he Government were readily changing
hands at enhanced prices. Bonuses were
heing paid on the Government prices by
reople wishing to acquire land, and those
exchanges were readily (aking place he-
cause elieap monev was available for land
scttlement and the hanks were competing
with one another to advance moaney to
the =ettlers, So those values were placed
on the land, not by the Minister but by
the comnunity. And, when the Govern-
ment further encouraged land settiement
by laying down new railways to afford
ready access to the markets of the world,
the proposition hecame an infinitely
hetter onc for the new settlers than
had ever becn offered in ihis Stale before,
The (iovernment put down dams and
wells and water supplies almost in ad-
vance of settlement, and the conditions,
even for the man without eapital, became
very atiractive, I do not think any fault
can be found with Mr. Mitehell’s pricing
of the land. Anomalies arose, ceriainly,
hut Mr. Mitehell is not to blame for that.
When the high prices were placed on the
land, the idea was that selection was fo
be speedily followed by railway com-
munieation, Tn most instances where it
had been intended to run a railway, the
course of that railway was deviated, and
those people who had aequired the land
at the higher rale found their lands
placed outside the radins of a reasonable
and profitable working distance from
railway communieation, and in many in-
stances have gone on to the present day
without the promised vailway. Undoubt-
cdly these are instances in which lbe land
i priced too high. These selilers have
been waiting for better railway com-
munication and  heiter faeilities for
reacling the port, a radical reduction in
the price of their land, or an easement
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over lhe intervening years of these un-
fair prices, which they have been charged,
by way of a reduction of rent. There has
been an outery from these settlers and a
just one too. This Bill reminds me of a
loaf of bread which one has been eagerly
expecting that one could get o good feed
from, only to discover that a mouse has
oot info it and eaten up the whale of the
inside, This will be the position of these
selllers when they see this Bill placed be-
fore them. The Bill is about as empLy as
a loaf of bread such as I have been
speaking of. We are told that if we
make any radical amendment to this Bill
the session is likely to close soon
without our heing able to get anv of the
smnll henefits that are to be derived from
the Bill, and that we shall wreck the mea-
sure enfirely. I do nol wish to run any
risk of wrecking the Bill as there is a
small amonnt of benefit which may ac-
crue to settlers under its provisions, to
settlers who are outside the radius of
reasonable facilities for marketing their
produce and setllers who have been over-
charged for their Jands. If this Bill means
thal these people will get 2 reduction in
their land values, I shall be only too
pleased. Y do net know that the Bill does
dircetly state that this will be the effect
of it, but 1 hope that with the suggested
addition of the schedule that we have on
the Table the price will be definitely fixed
s6 that these people now outside
the areag will have some idean as
to the reductions they may be able
to claim. I consider that a great
deal of the land is of little valuc
indeed. Tt might also be given away.
Tt is not of value until improve-
ments are made to it, If we could per-
suade pevple to put their hona (ides de-
velopments on to the land and use iheir
meney instead of running to the Govern-
ment for every penny they wish {ospend
on it, T am satisfied that they would
speedily give value to the land. Until
the Government make ap their minds to
withdraw those rerulations which were
inlroduced by My, Baily, T fail to see that
anvone is likely lo take up land and de-
velop it. The hanks, at the outset of
{lnse regulations, pecessarily had ta with-
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draw their promises of support to clients
and advise lhem {o go to the Govern-
ment, 1t is for that reason that the Gov-
ernment have been complaining that the
farmers expected such a lot from them, If
the Government are not in & posilion to
cive advances in the way of money to the
farmers for the development of the pub-
lic estate it is very unfortunate that they
shiould put such nn ohstacle in the way of
the farmers, as has been done by these
regulations. T de not think the land will
make any forward strides until these
reguintions have been absolutely with-
drawn. They have never come before us
in an Act, and that is one of our troubles
in connection with the passing of regu-
lations. These regulations have done
more harm than enough in connection
with the bona fide settlement of the land
of (he State. I did hope that in this
amending land measure, which has been
dangled before the seltlers for somno
vears, we should have had something em-
bracing a wider field than this measure
seems o do. I would like to have seen
the larger question dealt with of lands
east of the rabbit-proof fence, which,
un to the present, have been practic-
ally abandoned, so far as settlement is
concerned. 1 think that if greater secur-
ily of tenure of leases was given very
large tracts of country which ave unsuit-
able for growing wheat, but can be
leased to many of those men who are
seftled in the wheat arcas, could be made
use of even in drought times in the way
of ecarrying a considerable number of
stock. 1 am satisfied that in these enstern
areas where wheat is now being grown
settlers will have to carry stock in order
to keep down the weeds which a little
later vn will begin 1o show in the culti-
vated areas; bul these people cannot keep
stock until they have some larger areas
to which te withdraw their sheep while
their lands are under erop. There is na
security, however, if a person takes up
a large aren in these outhack places for
any period,  Someone clse may come
along and acquire their leaseholds under
different conditions, and, therefove. no
one will attempt to deal with these lands
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at the present time. 1 did hope that the
Minister, or the Government, would have
dealt with this question, and trust
that in the next amending Iland
measure  this  question would be
taken in hand. It is a rnost im-
portant quesiion to these peuple. Un-
less they can carry stock they will not
make a success in developing iheir lands.
The pariieular malter about which many
of the seftleis are most concerned is that
of having their rents reduced. They have
been experiencing for three or four years
times in which there bhave been no re-
turns, In those areas where the farmers
have had a fairly good wheat vield, the
price of wheat has unfortunately been
very low., For a number of years now
they have had no opportunity of making
very much headway.  Although money
has been advaneed from the Gov-
crument  for  their encouragement,
that monmey has had to be ad-
vanced by the Government becaunse of
these regulations  which  provided
sueh  conditions that the commercial
institutions ecould nof rowsibiy eontinue
to advance money themselves. The set-
ilers have, therefore, had to wait upon
the Governmeni. This Bill does not
oive that relief which the setilers have
clamoured for, and which I think they
are entitled to. Many people who went
on the land with eapital have expended
it, and done their best to keep up their
rayments, and yet this Bill will give
them no relief. There will even be no
reduction in the price as suggested by
the Bill unless they pray up the whole
of their back renis. Tt is the relief from
these back rents which i1s of snch im-
portance o the settlers, even of more
importance than the reduction of land
values. T cannot understand why the
Government have been so intent on avoid-
ing that issue. and have refrained from
eiving that justice to the settlers to which
thev are entitled. Tn the repricing of
snch lands by the Government, there are
anomalies which have been referred to
bv other speakers. Tt would be very
much better if we could make the whole
of these payments for the land extend
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over {he same period. If we are going lo
allew the paymentl on higher priced land
te extend 30 vears the whole of the land
shionld have the same consideralion. That
woulil put all lands on the same fair and
reagonable basis, whereas now, ag sug-
gested umler the Bill. there will be seri-
ous anpmalies. | do not sec liow it 1s
going io please everyone. The Govern-
menl «honld do somelhing to please those
settlers who have for many vears clam-
oured rightinlly, and have been promised
that some of their grievances in respect
of values should be redressed, I have
I'leasure in supporting the second read.
ing of the Bill. T think weo are facing a
danger of lozing the Bill eniirely. 1T
should he sorry to see this, becanse there
s a promisa that some of thore who have
been outside a veasonable and profitable
radius for working their lands shall re-
ceive some henefit. Ti is only right where
the values have bheen too high that they
should be reduced. T should be sorry la
see the Bill lost entfirely. I regard it as
a means ¢of affording some relief and an
assnrance of further settlement which
is 50 mueh neederl in this State.

The COLONTALL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. AL Drew—Central—in reply) [8.30]:
I hope the hon. Mr. Cornell does not
intend o press his amendment to a divi-
sion. .

Hon, W. Kingsmill: He will not he
able to do se: he is not here.

The COLONTAY SECRETARY : If he
does =0 T shall tremble for the fate of
the Bill. There is no doubt that abund-
ant jusiifieation has been shown by the
majority of speakers in this House, from
their point of view, for supporting Mr.
Cornell’s amendment. The majority »f
those wlo have spoken condemn this Bill
unreservedly.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Not at all.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Nol
the hon. member. The majority of those
who have spoken have =aid that there is
verv litile gnod in the Bill. Mr. Hamers-
lev himself likened the Bill to a loaf of
bread, the heart of which had heen eaten
by a mouse, and stafed that it was little
mare {han an empty shell. A number of
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members have spoken in the same strain.
If that is the view they hold they should
Lave the courage of their convietions, and
shonld vote with Alr. Cornell if he
presses his amendment to a  division.
I do not propuose to say mucl in reply.
AN the poinis raised which have a bear-
iny on ihe Bill ean he dealt with more
effectively in Connnittee. Let me at once
tell Mr. Baxter thal the amendwment le
rroposes will net be aceepted by the Gov-
crnment,  This is purely a  re-prieing
Bill, and if is nof desirable that it should
be made something more. The seope of
this Bill represents the extent to whieh
the Government are prepared to go at the
present time. Alr. Baxter complaing aboul
the lale hour of the session at whieh the
Bill was introduced to this House and the
difiieulty of giving it malure considera-
tion. To quole his own dates: 1t was
submitled to the Assembly on the 283(h
September.  That is. over a month ago.
H was an easy mailer for Mr. Baxter to
ave securetl a copy of the Bill weeks
azo and given it al} the eonsideralion he
decmned necessary. That was what I used
to do when T was a private member of
the Ton=e, When a Bill was introduced
in another place in which T took a deep
inferest, 1 at once seeured a copy and
endeavoured fo masfer its conlenis, And
I am much surprised if the hon. mem-
her lias not acted similarly in this case,
despite his protestation. Tt dees nol re-
quire much time to get a grip of the prin-
ciples of the Bill. They are clearly set
forth and have been discussed at length
in the public Press. In any case, T do
not rropose to take the measure throngh
Committee to-night.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: That is very gen-
erous of vou

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : Even
in this Honse members will have had
nearly a week in which to make up their
minds on the variocus clauses of the Bill.
Mr. Baxier fakes up an extraordinary
attitude in eonnertion with poison land.
He savs. “The man who takes up a poi-
son lease should he given a large bonus to
as<ist him in keeping it on, and in addi-
tion he shonld not be charged anything
for ihe land.” T was expecting to hear

’ [COUNCIL.]

ihat Mr. Baxter intended movizg an

amendment specifying the bonus and
making an absolutely safe provision that
applicants should have this e¢lass of
couniry *“free, gratis, and for nothing.”
1 tind, however, that Mr. Baxler does not
mlend to go so far as that, His proposal
i5 that the selector shall pay 1s. an aere
tar 1his land, which, according to his idea,
can only be farmed suceessfully on the
bosis thal the holder pays no rent and
1¢ceives a big bonus to help him along.
TE T held siniilar views to Mr. Baxter, 1
would pursue tlem to iheir logieal eon-
clsion. 1 would act up lo the faith that
was in me. I would not compel a man
{o pay a shilling an aere for land which
would pay only on the basis slated, |
wounld ingist on his getting the land as a
2ifl, and T would endeavour to get him a
Government subsidy as well—that is, of
course, if T thought it worth while tronh-
ling at all about land which required such
adventitious aid to its suecessful utilisa-
tion. I have seen some of the poison
country near the Great Southern, and it is
really good whent-growing land.  The
cost of elearing for enllivation should be
small in comparisen with the eost of
clearing some of the thickly timbered
land of no belfer quality in olher parls
of our wheat helt, although, of course,
some years would have 1o eclapse before
it could be safely used for grazing sheep.
One point worth remembering in 1his
eonnecton is that the selector of poison
land is credited as a permanenl improve-
ment with the cost of poison eradication
on his land. TIf it cost him £100 to clear
the land from pioison he is allowed that
amomnt in regard to the improvements
whieh he is required to effeet in accord-
ance with the lease. I am speaking of
the desirabilily of utilising this land for
the production of wheat until the poisen
15 effectively cleared. T have known of
several insiances along the Great South-
ern railway where seleetors who thought
the land had been cleared of poison
rlaced stoek unon it, and were almost
ruined. If they had cultivated it for five
ar six vears and so removed all the poi-
son, T feel certain even stock raising
woulll have been suceessfully carried on
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there./ ﬁr. Colebateh devoted consider-
able time 10 a defence of the late Minister
for Lands, Mr. Mitchell, who was respon-
sible for the increased prices of land.
So far as I am concerned, such a defence
is quite unnecessary. 1 contend that his
policy of increasing the price of land was
a olunder, but 1 hope party ieeling wili
never bias me to the extent that 1 shall
refrain from giving any man his  due
meed of jusiice irrespective of whether
he is opposed to me in polities. Alr. Mit-
chell made a mistake in inereasing the
prices, and he made ancther misiake in
zoing out too far into dry country. But,
having said that much against his admin-
istration, 1 ean say a good deal in his
favour. He made mistakes, as we all
make mistakes, but he gave a (remendous
tmpetus to land seftlement in this Stale
and infected the whole community with
his enthusiasm. He was heart and soul in
his labours, and his errors of judgment
may be forgiven in the light of good
work, which perhaps would never have
been aceomplished except hy committing
some errors of judgment //Mr. Colebateh
lells us that the method of classification
is unsecientific and ridieulous, and he re-
ters to a spot at Wongan Hills where
four classifications meet. T have seen
two members of the board, and they tell
me {hat when pricing land on the boun-
daries of zones A or B the sysiem was
adopted of lowering the prices gradualiy,
having regard to the adjoining lower-
priced zone, Also, that the variations in
prices from zones C to T are so gradual
Lhat searcely any exeeption can he taken.
Of course anomalies must arise in con-
nection with matters of this character,
and Mr. Colebateh ean take my assur-
ance that as soon as they are discovered
they will be remedied wiih the greatest
possible speed. With regard to Mr.
Colebateh’s stalement that no provision is
made for taking intoe account distance
from a pori, that circumsiance was
taken into considerafion when framing
the zones. The land furthest out is the
lowest priced. AT, Colebatch says, “Such
relief as is offered in the Bill will only
be effective in a limited number of cases,
and that only to a limited extent.” That
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is an unfair stalement to make. T have
already poinied out that ire aunual loss
to revenue will be £30,000—arrived at

afler eureful ealeulation. I was doubtful

on this point and I saw the members of
the board lo-day. They assured me Lhat
they went elosely into the matter, figured
it out and arrived at the conclusion that
the annual loss for some years, at any
rale, would he £30,000. I will read a
slatement showing prices ruling in eer-
tain areas and the figures to which Lhey
have been reduced under the Bill. Hon.
mwembers will want to know (he effect of
reductions in eertain instanees, I eould
give mmmerons instances but I do not
wanl to unduly take up the time of lLon.
members. I have a lisl here iaken out
pretly well al random and I will quote
from it eertain specifie instances, T will -
give the number of the location if hon.
memhers desive it, bul I de not think it
is neeessary lo do so. The Arst is a state-
ment showing original price and the re-
dueiion per acre in zone C in the Avon
disiviet: 13s., 12s. 6d.; 10s., 11s. &d.;
14s, 11s.: 16s. 9d., 13s.; 1Gs. 9d., 12s.;
18s. 3k, 13s. 6d.; 19s. 3d., 15s.; 21s. Gd.,
13s.; 13s, 7s.; 1ds., 7s. Bd.; 20s., 12s. 6d.;
18s. 6d., 12s. 6d.; 17s. Gd., 9= Gd.: 18s.,
12s. The next is a statement showing the
reduection per acve on 30 blocks in zone D
15g, 11s, 6d.; 16s, 12s.; 13s., 1ls. 6d.;
15s., 14ds.; 13s., 1%.; 22s. G6d., 13s.;
17s. 3d.,, 12s.; 21s., 12s. Gd.; 18s., 10s.;
17s, 9s. Gd.. 18s, 10s. 6d.; 2ls, 12s.;
20s, 12s. 6d.; 20s., 12s. Gd.; 22s. 6d.,
115, 6d.; 23z, 12s. 9d.  The next is a
statement showing ihe reduction per acre
on 30 blocks in zone E under the proposed
zone system: 14s., 7s. Gd.; 16s., 8s.; 18s,
12s, 6d.: 19s., 12s, 6d.. 17s. 9d., 12s. 3d.;
16s.., 12s. 6d.; 10s. 6d., 8s. Gd.: 13s,
7s, Gd.; 10s. 9s.; 10s., 8s, 6d.; 13s,
10s. 6d.; 16s. 6d., Ss. Gd.; 1Ss. 6d., 10s.;
15s., 8s.; 17s, 10s.; 175, 10s.,: 13s. 6d,,
Gs. 6d.; 17s. 6d, 10s.; 17s, Gd., 10s.;
16s., 8s. Statement showing the redue-
lion of price per aere on 30 blocks in
zone F under the proposed zone system:
15s, 9s. 6d.; 27s, 12s,; 16s., 10s.; 19s,,
10s. 6d.; 16s., 11s. 6d.; 12=, 8s.; 17s. 6d,,
12s.; 20s., 11s. 6d.; 17s., 11s 6¢.; 17s. 6d,,
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1ls. 9d.; 5s. 6d., 5s.; 14s., Gs, Gd.; 15s.,
7s.; 17s., 7s.; 18s, 7s.; 15s, 7s.; 12s,
Cs.; 12s., 6s.,; 18s., 7s.; 13s, Gs.; 16s,
7s. These are some of the figures which
were talken out. In some instances the
differences are not so great, but any
member may see the list. I have selected
those whieli show the greater disparity
but there is a substaniial redugtion in the
vast majority of instances. Members will
find that the localion numbers run almost
consecufively. This statement goes to
show that fairly heavy reductions will be
made in individual cases, If the State is
1o loze £30,000 on paper the selectors of
Western Australia are going to benefit
substantially, that is those whose land
was highly priced.

TTon, W. Kmgsmill: Those are not de-
cided on under the Bill.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
is the result of the work of the board.

Ion. W. Kingsmill: Yon
foreed to adopt .

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. memher has to trust the Government
in that. T think the statement disproves
the assertion of Mr. Colebateh that the
relief will be effective in only a limited
number of cases. The selectors, cerlainly
in a vast majortty of ecases, will get ihe
land at a price considerably lower than
they coniracted for. Mr. Colebateh said
the poliey of the Liberal administration
of setiling people wilh little money on
the land was altered ie the furlther policy
thai settlement should be followed up
quickly with railways and other facili-
ties. This is very amusing indeed in face
of the fact that the present Government
have spent between four millions and five
millions of money i building railways
and providing rolling stock and earrying
out improvements to existing lines.
The hon, gentleman complains that we
have not done more although from time
to time in this Flouse he has aecused us
of heing on a finanecial drunk, to use his
exact phrase. Yet in the course of his
speech on Thursday, the hon. gentleman’s
grievance was that we had not continued
our drank and spent more money in the

are nol

[COUNCIL.]

extension of railways. Aecordlng to the
hon. member we ought not to build rail-
ways under the day labour system hut
should eall for tenders and spend money
wholesale and provide ihese facilities,
and then we wounld be doing the right
thing, bul the hon. member is one who
goes round the eountry urging the re-
striclion of borrowing whereas if we re-
stricted borrowing it would be impossible
lo carry out his suggestion. When the
Government took office, there was a
lengthy programme of railways left as a
heritage by (he previous Government and
very liftle money with which to build
them. 1We bhad to find the money for the
construction of those lines: We did'so
and not only carried ont that lengthy
programme of railways, but also brought
down severa] programmes of railways
ourselves, gol them through TParliament,
and carried out the construction of them.
Exeept in a few inslances, the whole of
our programnme has heen faithfully
carrvied out and il can be carried ont only
by horrowing money, Mr, Colebateh said
that if the money spent in connection
with trading enferprises had heen spent
in the interesls of the agriculturists, all
the facilities required by the settlers
would be met. As the majority of the
public know, the amount of money spent
in connection with our trading con-
eerns represents only a few hundred
thousand pounds, just a drop in the
ocean in comparison with the amount of
money we have spent in the development
of the agrieultural resources of our
State.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You have
dropped toe much into the ocean; that
is the trouble.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: Mr.
Cullen was anxious to get some informa-
tion in regard to the extent the prices
were increased prior to 1910, T com-
municated with the Under Secretary for
T.ands and lo-day received the following
letter from him:—

Prior to 1910 there was no genersal
inerease of prices. C.P. land was
renerally available under free selee-
tion at 10s. an acre, plus survey fees.
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Survey before selection was only car-
ried out in special eases; in those
cases the prices varied and were often
either below or above 10s. an acre.
For instance: Locations at Yorkra-
kine and Baandee were thrown open
in 1909 at prices ranging, in the
former case from 7s. 3d. to 10s. an
acve, and in the latier from 7s. to 17s.
an acre. The reason for fixing the
date, 1st January, 1910, in the Bill was
that during that month regulations
came into foree which provided forall
land being surveyed and classified be-
fore selection. The hen. Mr. Johnson's
intention, with regard to any of the
few cases where land may be found to
have been priced too high prior to
1910, was to deal with them under the
existing practice of re-classifying land
on the application of the selector.

Mr. Pairick stated that Clause 2 confers
the same power as the Minister has to-
day. That is quite correct: every power
asked for under this Bill is possessed by
the Govermment to-day, bot the Govern-
ment could not decently undertake a
scheme of this character or magnitude,
lowering on a wholesale scale the prices
fixed by a previous Administralion, with-
out approaching Parliament. That is the
proper course to adept, and I do nnt
lhink the hon, gentleman would snggest
that the Government should have adopted
any other course. He said such poison
land as was in his distriet was not worth
more than 1s. an acre; that is absolntely
correct. The poison land in Mr. Patrick’s
distriet would indeed need a fairly sub-
stantial bonus to enable a man to get a
living from utilising it. Jt i5 a iotally
different elass of land from the poisan
land along the Great Southern, In Mr.
Patrick's district the poison land is prin-
cipally fourth. and fifth-elass land; in
some cases ik is absolutely barren, while
in the Great Southern it is mostly first-
class land and needs only effective clear-
ing in order to make it productive and
capable of being fed profitably by
stoeck. The comparison hetween the
district Mr. Patrick represenis and
ibe distriet to which the Bill prin-
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cipally refers will nol bear cousidera-
tion. Mr  Palrick also pointed out
that the lessee will be eredited at the end
of the fease, T have heard that statement
made frequently and have seen it in lhe
P’ress but, after earefully considering this
Bill. T eannot find a shadew of ground
for ils justifieation. The lessee will- be
credited straighiaway with all the rent
that he bas paid in excess in (he past. T
have an illustralion here.

Hon. W. Patriek: e will not get the
henefil of the eredit,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: This
is ihe example of a lease {aken up on the
tst July, 19l eoniaining 676 acres af
16s. reduced to 12s.  Tolal cost under
old conditions £540 106s., total cost under
new condifions £405 12s., fatal reduetion
£133 4s. Under Lhe old conditions the
half-yearly vent would he £16 18z for
the first three years, and £28 16s. 6d. for
the halance of the lerm. Under the old
conditions £418 0s. M. is now pavable
lo comylete the purehase money, hut (his
amonnt. wounld be rednced to £282 16s.
9d. after allowing for a reduetion of
L1335 45, The amount of £282 16s, 94.
wonld be payahle at the rate of 6Gd. per
acre per annum, viz,, £16 18s, per year.
8o he gets the benefit straightaway, not
at the end of his lease, and o substantial
reduelion it is loo, from £28 16s. Gd. to
£16 18s. a vear. Yet hon. members and
public men elsewhere will say that the
lessee gets no henefit whatever until
towards the termination of his lease. MMr.
Patrick pointed out that the land in re-
purchased estates is not covered by the
Bill and said he intended fo move a clause
that the Bill should apply to these estates.
The Agricuttural Lands Purchase Act is
entirelv different in principle from the
provisions of the Land Aet which deals
with condilional purchase. TUnder the
Agrienltural Lands Purchase Aect, after
an estate is aequired, it is paid for out
of loan moneys and the Government have
lo meet the interest on that money, and
then under Seetion 10 set apart publie
reserves, towngites and olher blocks as
may be found necessary for such pur-
poses. Section 11 states—
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The remainder of the land shall be
proclaimed open to selection under the
provisions of this Act and any regula-
tions made under it, subject to the fol-
lowing conditions;—(1} 'The selling
price of the land shall he ascertained,
by adding a sum equal to one-teath
part of the priee actually paid in eash
or dehentures for the land, and for any
improvements made upon it, and the
total so arrived at shall be the least
aggregale price to be paid by the
selectors of the land. (2) The selling
price of each allotment shall be fixed
by the Governor, but se that the aggre-
gate price for 2ll the allotments into
which the land is divided shall not be
less than that hereinbefore preserihed,
payable in twenty yearly instalments,
or sooner, if required by the selector.

There is provision that inlerest shall be
paid. The first year’s instaiment, at the
rate of £7 12s. 10d. for each £100 of the
selling price, must accompany the appli-
cation; and the applicant is to pay £7
12s, 104, anoually for each £100 of the
pureliase money. That payment repre-
sents interest and part of the prineipal,
the object being that when the Govern-
menl have expended publie funds in pur-
chasing estafes, reclassifving and sub-
dividing {hem, they shall get the whole
of the money back and shall be able to
meet not only the interest but also the
prineipal.

Hon. W, Kingsmill: Has not that heen
repenled?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: No;
not thal section.

Hon. W. Patriek: Are you reading
from the 1909 Aect?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: No;
from the 1906 Act. ‘

Hon. W. Patrick: That is repealed.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The COLOXNIAL®* SECRETARY:
Whether the Act of 1906 has heen re-
pealed or not, these sections are pre-
served in the existing measure. The pur-
chaser has to pay interest and prineipal.

Hon. C. Sommers: How long do the
Government hold the land before throw-
ing it open to selection?

[COUNCIL.]

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
have not gone into that aspeet of the
guestion, but I guite agree with JMr. Pat-
rick that these selectors are carrying very
heavy burdens indeed. The remedy, how-
ever, which the hon. member snggests
will be by no means sufficient—extend-
ing the terms of purchase to 30 years.

Hon. W, Kingsmill: These people are
already under the Land Act,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
provisions I refer to still exist. Let us
take the ease of 2 man without capital,
or with very litile capital, taking wp 1,000
acres of land; and it will be admitted, T
think, (hat 1,000 acres is little ewough
for suceessfully earrying on agricultural
operations, In some cases the land has
been sold at about £4 per acre, but T will
{ake a case where it has been sold at £3,
That would represent a total of £3,000.
I have made a caleulation from which I
find that such a man wounld have to fur-
mish in interest and prineipal no less a
sum that £229 5s. annually. There are
many such eases, and T do not think that
to extend the term of repayment to 30
vears would be very much of a conces-
sion. The man would still have to pay
the interest on the £3,000. It appears
to me that the time is coming when the
matter must be dealt with on other lines,
and that the State must be prepared to
suffer a considerable loss.

[Hor, W. Kingsmill took the Chair.]

Hon. J. F. Cullen: They could not
come under this one proposal?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : They
could not come under this Bill at all.
It would be entirely out of place. T hope
Mr, Patrick will not move his amend-
ment. A remedy must be devised, and
it is the intention of the Government to
go into the question.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: Wiil the Govern-
ment promise to deal with it?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Government have already promised to go
into the matter and endeavour to find
some way out of the difficulty. There
i no doubt of the necessity for doing
so. Mr. Patrick says that unless the re-
duced prices are embodied in an Aect
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there is no guarantee that they will fol-

low. As I kave already said, the House
must trust the Government. If hon.
members de nol trust the Government,
then it only remains to point out that
even the insertion of the schedule in the
measure would not be enongh. The in-
sertion of the sehednle wounld fail to

achieve the purpose.

Hon. C. F. Baxler: We may have a
change of Government.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: If
iion. members distrust the Government,
the only course will be to insist that
the number and the price of every block,
together with the name of the owner if
it has been sold, shall he inserfed in a
schednle to this Bill. 1What is the reason
for hon. members’ distrust?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: There is no dis-
trust.

The COLONTIAL SECRETARY: The
insertion of the schedule would absolutely
fail to achieve its purpose, becaunse those
zones could be varied without the slight-
est dilficulty if the Government desired if.
though they wonld not dream of doing
snch a thing. [ think Mr. Patrick stated
—though this has nothing whatever to
do with the Bill— that the railway rates
on Collie coal were not raised hecause
the people of Collic were supparters of
the Government,

Hon. W, Patriek: I did not say that.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
" l:on. member said something very like it.
" The people who complained. and the peo-
ple who took action, were not supporters
of the Government, but opponents of the
Ciovernment—the mine owners. The mine
owners approached the Premier. He was
not approached by the Collie supporters
of the present Government. T have dealt
with the same matter in this House pre-
viously, and I think it is most unfair
that statemients of that character shoald
be made, statemenis absolutely devoid
of foundatien. I hope hon. members will
not insist on introdneing into this Bill
amendments whieh eannot be aceepled.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: But that does not
apply to all amendments.
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
&ffect of inlroducing amendments may be
to defeat the Bill, and I hope that posi-
tion will not be brought about. The
measure has been fully considered in an-
other place, and it ean be fully considered
here; but, as 1 have already said, this is
a Bill for the re-pricing of land, and that
is quite sufficient to undertake at the
present time. So much having been
aecomplished, it will be for hon. members
to agitate for other concessions if these
are deemed necessary.

Hon, C. F. Baxter: What part of this
Bill refers to re-pricing?

The (:QLON1AL SECRETARY: The
whole object of this Rill is re-pricinz.
The Bill gives the Government power to
re-price, and the Government state that
they intend to re-price. The whole mens-
ure is worthless unless the House has eon-
fidence in the Government and believes
that they will carry out their expressed
intentions. As I said at the opening of
theze remarks, it'is quite evident that Mr,
Cornell has a streng majority in favour
of his amendment, if only he carries it
fo a division. T am sorry Mr, Cornell is
not in his place to-night.

Amendment (six months)
negalived.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second {ime.

put and

BILL—PERTH MUNICIPAL GAS
AXD ELECTRIC LIGHTING ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Hon. A. G. JENKINS (Metropolitan)
[9.107 in moving the second reading said:
When the Perth Cily Conncil took over
the gas company’s business, the Act of
1911 was passed. The electric lighting
department was subsequently carried on
as a separate depariment from the Perth
City Council. Unfortunately, that posi-
tion did not hold good when the Act of
1911 was passed, or (he position mighi
kave heen provided for then. Great in-
convenience in Tegard to the signing
of cheques bas arisen through the elee-
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trie lighting department being carried on
practically as a separate concern. When-
ever cheques need signing—and they have
to_he signed daily—the mayor and the
town elerk and the treasurer have to
be waited on for that purpose. This
Bill is introduced simply in order to em-
power the mayor and the general mana-
ger of the electric lighting department
and the accountant of that depariment to
sign cheques. 1t is introduced al the re-
quest of the Perth City Council, and has
passed ancther place without amendment.
It will be a greal convenience, and will
enable the work fo be carried out more
expeditiously,

Hon. J. F. Cullen:
include Clause 3¢

Hon. A. 1. JENKINS: No. Clanse
4 has to be inserted because it imeorpor-
ates Part XXV. of the Municipal Cor-
porations Aect, providing for the keeping
of proper books and accounts. The Bill
15 purely a formal measure. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second

lime.

Question put and passed

Bill read a second time.

Noes not Clause 4

In Committee, elcetera.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and passed.

House adjourned at 9.15 p.m.
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p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By Lhe Premier: 1, State Trading Con-
cerns, progress of audit of accounts for
yvear ended 30th June, 1915 (asked for
by Hon. Frank Wilson). 2, Papers re
case of Hugh MeLeod (ordered on
motion by Mr. Smith,

By the Attorney General: 1. Partien-
lars of loans from Supreme Court funds
{asked for by Mr. Bmith). 2, Report on
inspection of liquors for year ended 30ih
June, 1913,

By the Minister for Mines and Water
Supply: 1, Amendment of by-laws,
Melropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage,
and Drainage Department. 2, Papers re
grant of special lease at Kalgoorlie to
W.A. Trotting Association (ordered on
motion by Mr. Smith,

QUESTION—STATE HOTELS, PUR-
CHASE OF COMMODITIES.

Mr. FOLEY (for Mr. ’Loghlen)
asked the Attorney General: 1, Is he
aware that commodities required for the
State hotels ean be supplied by the local
traders$ 2, Why, therefore, should these
supplies be brought from Perth, thus re-
tarding the development of country cen-
tres?



